
Early Reading at 
Sebright School

Books Are Like Sharks
Neil Gaiman quotes Douglas Adams in 2013 

“a physical book is like a shark. Sharks are old: there were 
sharks in the ocean before the dinosaurs. And the reason 
there are still sharks around is that sharks are better at being 
sharks than anything else is.”



Early Reading 

Two main areas to Early Reading

1. Understanding 

2. Decoding



Early Reading 
The elements required to become a life long reader!

Reading is rooted in Communication and Language

(Understanding)

These main areas are:

• Listening and attention

• Understanding

• Speaking

THE IMPORTANCE OF ORACY AND VOCABULARY



Early Reading: PHONICS
https://www.sebright.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/phonics

At Blossom Federation we have devised our own phonics programme 
based upon the principles of Letters and Sounds.

It aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in their own 
right as well as to prepare children for learning to read by developing 
their phonic knowledge and skills.

1. Phonic Knowledge = The sounds letters and combination of letters 
make
2. Phonic Skills = Blending and Segmenting 

https://www.sebright.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/phonics


Early Reading: PHONICS

Individual letter sounds and how to write them!



Early Reading: PHONICS

Digraphs and Trigraphs – Reception children need to be able to identify 10



Early Reading: PHONICS



Early Reading: Yr1 Screening 
Check

Skills – Blending 
and segmenting

Knowledge –
phoneme 
spotting and 
Consonant 
Clusters



Early Reading: Honing skills!
Understanding

Book Talk 
What can you see from the cover?  

What links to your own experiences?  

Book walk – don’t even look at the words!

Structure of narrative
Early stages of comprehension – Beginning, Middle, End, Characters / Settings

Questioning 
1. Vocabulary

2. Information Retrieval

3. Sequencing

4. Inference

5. Prediction



Early Reading: 
Daily Supported Reading

Daily Supported Reading

This is where groups of up to 6 children reading at similar levels read alongside 
an adult.

Structure of the Session:

• Introduce the book – book talk!

• Adult reads the book to the children (reminding of reading strategies)

• Adult listens to individual children read

• Activities: Making High Frequency Words / Sentences

Up to Level 11 – We’re learning to read

Level 11-18 Transitioning

Level 18+ - We are reading to learn



Early Reading: Support at home
Segmenting / Blending

Phoneme Knowledge (decoding)

High Frequency Words

Reading Levelled Books from School 

(decoding and understanding)

Sharing book (understanding)

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics/videos

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics/videos


Early Reading: Support at home



Literacy skills in Reception:



Literacy skills in Year 1:

GPC – Grapheme  
Phoneme 
Correspondence





Early Reading: Daily Supported 
Reading

Y1 have the Learning Support Assistants every day at 9.30am

Parents – We need your help for Reception! 

9am
(Every day apart from Tuesday)

Sign up TODAY and help whenever you can!



Our Reading Journey

Listening to stories, joining in stories and rhymes. 
Showing curiosity and initial comprehension discussions. 

Exposure to language, speaking and listening 
(Launchpad for Language).  Phonics – identifying sounds 

in the environment, recognising rhyming words, 
identifying initial letter sounds.  Ascribing meaning to 

signs and drawings.  Exposure to how books work 
(mechanics of reading).).

Listening to and retelling stories.  Reciting 
poems and nursery rhymes. Using Colourful 
Semantics to develop grammatical speech.  
Exposure to more complex language. Able 

to answer literal and simple inferential 
questions about the text.  Beginning to build 
fluency and stamina for reading. Developing 

a sight vocabulary of at least 100 words.  
Phonics – recognising rhyming words, 

alliteration and phonics phases 3, 4, 5 & 6. 
Daily Supported Reading Level 16 (rapid 

progress between levels).

Listening to stories, joining in stories and rhymes. 
Showing curiosity and comprehension discussions. 

Exposure to language, speaking and listening 
(Launchpad for Language).  Phonics – recognising 
rhyming words, phonics phases 2 & 3.  Letters go 

together to make words.  Ascribing meaning to words 
and reading simple sentence independently.  Developing 

a vocabulary of at least 50 words.  Daily Supported 
Reading.  Understand how books work (mechanics of 

reading).

Listening to stories, poems & non-fiction text.  Reading a 
variety of text. Using Colourful Semantics to develop 

understanding of grammar and Word Aware for developing 
language. Increase sight vocabulary and review phonics and 
phonics phase 7. Guided reading & Daily Supported Reading 

focus on using phonics, meaning, sight vocabulary for 
decoding.  Develop stamina and fluency in reading. 

Comprehension – written and verbal answers to inferential 
and literal questions. Developing confidence and ability to 

speak about reading.

Build on EYFS & KS1 skills and understanding of reading.  
Class readers, Word Aware for language, Colourful Semantics 
for grammar and Sebright Loves Reading for developing the 
7 key skills for reading. Continue to develop fluency, stamina 

and confidence.  Focus on using all decoding skills and 
written comprehension – literal and inferential.  Language 

stems to help discuss reading.

Variety of genre, linking reading to other areas 
of the curriculum.  Developing a love of 

reading, independent reading using the 7 key 
skills for reading.  Language stems to help 

discuss reading. Class readers, guided reading 
and independent reading. 

Variety of genre, linking reading to other areas of the 
curriculum.  Developing a love of reading, independent 

reading using the 7 key skills for reading.  Language stems to 
help discuss reading. Class readers, guided reading and 

independent reading.  Developing higher level thinking skills.  
Speak confidently about what they are reading and 

preferences for genre.

Variety of genre, linking reading to other areas of the 
curriculum.  Developing a love of reading, independent 

reading using the 7 key skills for reading.  Language stems 
to help discuss reading. Class readers, guided reading and 

independent reading.  Developing higher level thinking 
skills.  Speak confidently about what they are reading and 

preferences for genre.

Developing a love of reading!

Bench Mark L16

Real books

Real books

Real books

Language rich 
environment

Language rich 
environment

Language rich 
environment



Early Reading: Daily Supported 
Reading


